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Sponsored by 

Gravestone conservation and dedication of historical marker, June 28, 2023 

A project to preserve the legacy of the Smith family and provide        
a deeper understanding of their role in Lancaster County’s history. 

Randy Harris, project manager and staff member at LancasterHistory. Andre Dominguez, historian and LancasterHistory     
volunteer created a conservation report for the gravestones which is appended to this report. He assisted Robert Mosko of 

Mosko Cemetery Monument Services from Hanover, PA, with the extensive work of resetting and stabilizing the gravestones. 
Marker fabricated by Pannier Corp. of Gibsonia, PA.    Harris and Dominguez installed the commemorative marker with        

surrounding plant ground coverings installed by Paul Hubbs, groundskeeper at LancasterHistory.   Unless otherwise shown, 
photography and design for this background report by Randy Harris. 
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“The restoration of the Smith family 

gravestones is an important part of 

         LancasterHistory’s ongoing efforts to       

          celebrate and preserve the diverse 

history of Lancaster County,      

One’s gravestone serves as an enduring physical reminder of 

one’s life and helps sustain our communal memory.   

By restoring these gravestones and adding the         

historical marker, we honor Mrs. Smith and remember her 

sons as once-vital members of the Lancaster community.” 

Dr. Thomas Ryan, President & CEO LancasterHistory 



4 

Prepared by LancasterHistory in connection with the conservation and interpretation of their gravestones at Saint Mary Catholic Cemetery, Lancaster, PA. June 2023 

https://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-09675-9.html 

https://www.psupress.org/books/titles/978-0-271-09675-9.html
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Courtesy, City of Lancaster 
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Russell Tavern Road, south of Goldenville Road, 4 miles north of Gettysburg 

“Russell Tavern sheltered travelers along Black’s Gap Road, which ran through the South Moun-

tain and connected York to the east with the Cumberland Valley to the west. Black’s Gap was only 

the second road in Adams County, constructed in spring of 1747. Enterprising citizens began op-

erating taverns along these roads and towns sometimes grew up around them. Joshua Russell, an 

Irish immigrant, built a stone dwelling in 1777. In 1781 he obtained a license for operating a tav-

ern and paid taxes on his revenue. Five years later, James Getty established Gettysburg four miles 

south along a third road. While engaged in confronting the Whiskey Rebellion in October 1794, 

George Washington dined and may have slept at Russell Tavern. Future president James Buchan-

an’s father was a nephew of Joshua Russell’s, and he lived with his uncle when he immigrated at 

age 24. When Russell died in 1805 his son Samuel inherited the business, but he died the next 

year. His widow Jane McClure Russell married Enoch Hamilton and they operated the tavern un-

til her death in 1847. Members of the Russell family owned the property for seventy years. Rus-

sell Tavern stands in its original location not far from Biglerville. The current owners restored and 

expanded the original structure. It has been in their family more than fifty years.” 

From Honoring Their Paths-The African American Experience in the Journey Through Hallowed Ground 

Adams County, PA Site Histories and Biographical Profiles By Deborah A. Lee, May 6, 2009 
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Russell Tavern Road, south of Goldenville Road, 4 miles north of Gettysburg 

African American Presence 

“In the early nineteenth century, one Mrs. O’Neill worked at Russell Tavern. She was likely of 

African and Irish descent. She once called at Thaddeus Stevens’s home and thwarted his house-

keeper’s suicide attempt. In 1815, she gave birth at Russell Tavern to a girl she named Lydia. Be-

cause Lydia later used the surname Hamilton, some suspect that Enoch Hamilton, who operated 

the tavern with his wife Jane McClure Russell, fathered the child. As an adult the woman would 

become known nationally as Congressman Thaddeus Stevens’s housekeeper and confidante.” 

From Honoring Their Paths-The African American Experience in the Journey Through Hallowed Ground 

Adams County, PA Site Histories and Biographical Profiles By Deborah A. Lee, May 6, 2009 
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“Married—May 11, 1808, Thursday last, Enoch Hamilton to                   

Mrs. Jenny Russell by Rev. M'Conaughy” 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~paadams/nxpmar.htm 

Lydia Hamilton and her mother, Mrs. O’Neill, most likely               
attended Catholic services at Conewago Chapel 

http://www.rootsweb.com/~paadams/nxpmar.htm


10 

Prepared by LancasterHistory in connection with the conservation and interpretation of their gravestones at Saint Mary Catholic Cemetery, Lancaster, PA. June 2023 



11 

Prepared by LancasterHistory in connection with the conservation and interpretation of their gravestones at Saint Mary Catholic Cemetery, Lancaster, PA. June 2023 

Lydia Hamilton Smith was an extraordinary woman who 

played pivotal roles in the communities where she lived. Leaving her 
husband from their home in Harrisburg, she and her two sons arrived in 

Lancaster in the mid-1840s, seeking the position of house manager for     

Thaddeus Stevens, a prominent attorney who had relocated to the city  

two years prior. 

Mrs. Smith was hired for the position and remained in that role for 24 

years, diligently managing Stevens’ household and affairs in Lancaster 

and Washington D.C., including his tenure in the U.S. Congress. 

She provided essential healthcare to Mr. Stevens in the declining 

years of his life, enabling him to finish his Congressional work and the 
passage of the 13th and 14th Amendments to the US Constitution. 

Before and after her time with Mr. Stevens, she acquired property in 

Lancaster, Philadelphia and Washington D.C. where she operated a board-

ing house at 515 14th NW, near the White House, from 1870 until 1884. 
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Photographed from the Thomas Frederick 
Woodley Collection, Pennsylvania                        
Archives, Harrisburg, PA—Manuscript 
Group 485 T. Fred Woodley Collection, 
1830-1837 
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“Chickies Rock,” - F. DeBourg Richards, 

1840,” LancasterHistory 
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Major Underground Railroad pathways through  Southeast Pennsylvania 
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David McNeely Stauffer, November, 1881. Pen and ink drawing, 

Stevens former properties, 45-47 & 49 South Queen, November 1881. 

LancasterHistory 
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 Home of Stevens and Smith and Office, first block south of square 
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Stevens employs Lydia Hamilton Smith as housekeeper, 1844 

Portrait attributed to Charles Bird King, circa 1850 
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William and Isaac Smith 
Lydia Smith’s sons, William Smith (1835-1861) and Isaac Smith 

(1837-1884), were born in Gettysburg. 

In Lancaster, 1852, William, Isaac, and 
their friends established the Shiffler Fire 

Company, a brigade of neighborhood    

volunteer firefighters. Thaddeus Stevens 

gave the brigade access to a building on 
his property where they gathered and 
stored their equipment. 
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William and Isaac Smith, continued 

Tragically, William died at the age of 26 from a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound that occurred at Stevens’ home. While different news-
papers presented varying accounts, some referring to the incident 
as an accident and others claiming it was a case of suicide, the 
community mourned the loss of this young man. 

Lancaster Intelligencer, Lancaster, PA April 16, 1861 
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William and Isaac, continued 
Isaac, also known as “Little Ike,” followed in his father’s footsteps 

and became a barber and talented banjo player. Isaac later served as 
a private in the Union Army, Sixth Regiment, Company D, United 

States Colored Troops, from July 10, 1863, until December 15, 

1864. 

After the war, he operated a barber shop in what had been Con-

gressman Stevens’ law office at 47 South Queen Street. Notably, 

Lydia acquired the property in 1871, purchasing it from Stevens' 
estate. 

Unfortunately, Isaac’s life was cut short, passing away in early 

April 1884, only two months after his mother’s death. 
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Isaac Smith dies                 

April 7, 1884 

The Lancaster New 

Era 

April 8, 1884 
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Death of Little Ike Isaac Smith 
Lancaster Intelligencer, April 9, 1884 
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Coroner refuses request from Isaac Smith’s 

friends to investigate circumstances of his 

death. 
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On to Washington... 
Mrs. Smith joins the new Congressman in Capital, beginning in 1849 
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Stevens dies 
August 11, 1868 

Body lay in state, 
Capitol Rotunda, 
August 13, 1868 
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burnished Stevens’ legacy, October, 1883,       

just a few months before her passing 
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Lydia’s estate was probated partly in Washington. In Lancaster, her estate 
was not probated until 1916, at which time there was little cash left to dis-

tribute, according to contemporary news articles. 
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Once the location of Mrs. Smith, four-story boarding house, which she     

purchased from the Willard Family, noted hoteliers. Her property stood  

here until the 1970s when this development was constructed on the site. 
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The inscriptions on the gravestones of all three Smith family     

members have led to questions about their birth and death years. 

Lydia’s gravestone states that she was born on the feast day of Saint 
Valentine in 1813, while her death certificate and multiple obituar-

ies suggest her birth year as 1815. 

Similarly, Isaac’s gravestone claims that he died “in his 37th year,” 

yet obituaries from Lancaster newspapers report his age at 48. 

Finally, year of William’s death is 1861, according to newspaper ac-

counts, not 1860, as shown on his gravestone. 



65 

Prepared by LancasterHistory in connection with the conservation and interpretation of their gravestones at Saint Mary Catholic Cemetery, Lancaster, PA. June 2023 

Stevens’ & Smith’s reputations were   

maligned in the nation’s first major 
motion picture, 1916. 

Besides Birth of a Nation, Lydia’s          

relationship to Stevens was also impugned 

in The Clansman, the 1905 novel on which 

the racist film was based. Thomas Dixon 

was the author of both works. 

Black clergymen in Lancaster protested 

a scheduled performance of the Clansman 

as a live play in 1906. They convinced 

Mayor J.P. McCaskey to ban it. 
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Birth of a Nation, 1915 
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Birth of a Nation 
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Opening Spring 2025 
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