Thaddeus S. Henry

Lancaster’s Premiere Tonsorial Artist
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Thaddeus S. Henry (1815-1897)
“Henry was born in Philadelphia and moved to
Lancaster when a lad of ten years. He learned his
trade with Benjamin Simmons, and afterwards
entered the tonsorial business in his own interests.
In the pursuit of this vocation he was eminently
successful...”

By 1873 his barber shop occupied

the first floor of a three-story brick building at

15 East King Street, highlighted on the map
as “Coal Offices” and present site of
the Fulton Bank.

Above quote from “Death of an Aged Barber”
Thaddeus S.Henry's obituary, The Daily New Era,
May 17,1897
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The sign of the barber...
In Henry’s day, barbers employed
elaborate striped poles to identify their
businesses. The photo shows another
Lancaster barber shop at this time on
nearby West King Street, between
Prince and Market Street.

Map detail from Sanborn Insurance Map
of Lancaster City, 1873.

Photo courtesy, LancasterHistory.org, Lancaster, PA

‘His services were sought by the most prominent men of the day,
among them President Buchanan and Hon. Thaddeus Stevens.’
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DEATH UF AN AGED BAURBER.
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New York, N.Y.
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The Daily New Era,
May 17, 1897
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Lancaster, PA, 1855
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